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I. Background of Psa. 51
A. Who was Doeg?  
1. The story of Doeg is found in 1 Sam. 21 and 22. 
2. Doeg the Edomite was Saul’s official.  
3. At Saul’s command, Doeg killed 85 priests of Yahweh.  
4. This massacre shows what a person without the fear of God is capable of doing. 
B. Doeg was undoubtedly evil, but Saul was even worse.  
1. Saul represents a person who has tasted the goodness of God but has totally abandoned the faith.
2. Saul used the non-Israelite (Doeg the Edomite) to kill his own people, not just any people but Yahweh’s anointed priests. 
II. The Characteristics of an Evil Doer (Psa. 52:1-4)

A. An evil doer is all about self glorification in wickedness.  
B. Boasting is a disgrace in the eyes of God.  
C. Both Doeg and Saul fall into this category. 

D. An evil doer loves falsehood and also uses his/her tongue to destroy others.
III. God will judge evil doers (Psa. 52:5)
A. Pride goes before the fall.

1. An arrogant person will be brought low.  

2. When you go against God, you will be brought down.  

3. King Saul rebelled against God.  He didn’t want to give up his kingdom to David.  He tried so hard to eliminate his competition.   

4. Saul lived a tragic life, and he died a tragic death.  
B. God is a loving God, but there are several things that God will not tolerate. 

1. Pride or arrogance is one of them. 

2. Pride or arrogance cannot stand in the presence of God.  

IV. The final section of Psa. 52 provides a sharp contrast between an evil doer and the righteous (Psa. 52:6-9)
A. A righteous person makes God his/her stronghold. 
B. A righteous person trusts in God’s unfailing love. 

C. The wicked will be uprooted.  Why?
1. Their security is built on self-glorification and deceit. 

2. Their foundation is like sand. 

3. A house built on sand will not stand.  
V. Conclusion

A. If you are a faithful follower of God, you may face someone like Doeg the Edomite who had no fear of God.  

1. He or she may spread false reports about you.

2. He or she may do harm to you just as Doeg the Edomite slaughtered 85 priests. 
B. You may also face someone like Saul who is jealous of you and who constantly looks for opportunities to bring you down.  

1. If you retaliate or take revenge, using human wisdom, you will be more miserable and may fall into their trap.  

C. Your job is to turn to God. 

1. Remember that God is your stronghold.  

2. Know that the wicked will be uprooted. 
3. Know that you are safe in God’s presence. 

4. You are like an olive tree flourishing in the house of God. 

D. If you are struggling with the issue of jealousy, you need to be broken before the Lord. 

1. There’s no one else who can solve your insecurity problem except God.

2. He is your security.

3. The moment you humble yourself before God, you will find security in Him. 
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