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Intro: This is a beautiful Psalm of David that deals with forgiveness of sin and getting right with God.  Sin looks enticing on the outside, but it is destructive.  It destroys innocence.  It devastates the conscience.  It tears apart relationships. It builds up walls so we can hide behind them. Sin causes separation (from God).  
In Psalm 51, David confesses his sin to God and literally begs for mercy and forgiveness.  Here’s a person who is totally broken before the Lord, longing for a transformation of his inner character.  I believe one of the key words of today’s passage is brokenness - being broken before God.  What is being broken before God? 
I. First, brokenness means knowing who God is – a merciful and compassionate God (vv.1-2) 
A. When you’re living in sin, there is no joy.  Deep inside, there’s so much struggle because God did not design you to live in sin.  
1. Sin produces guilt and shame. Sin corrupts the soul. Sin blinds people. 
2. Sin numbs our conscience. 
3. Sin starts with a desire and brings destruction (James 1:14-15).. 
B. David lived with guilt and shame after he committed adultery with Bathsheba.  When the Prophet Nathan confronted him, he humbled himself.  
C. David prayed to no one else but God: “Have mercy on me, O God!”
D. David asks God to blot out his sin according to His great compassion.
E. What does God do when we confess our sins?
1. He blots it out
2. Washes it away
3. According to Psa. 32, God also covers our sins when we confess our sins. 
4. God will not count it against you 
II. Second, brokenness means acknowledging your sinful ways (vv. 3-9)
A. David struggled intensely until he came to God and confessed his sins. 
1. He knew what it meant to live in sin.  

2. When you live in sin as a child of God, you will go though intense agony because the Holy Spirit will constantly remind you to turn to God.  
3. Your unconfessed sin affects your relationship with God.  In turn, it affects your horizontal relationships with others. 

B. David acknowledged his sin before God. 

C. Being broken before God means acknowledging your sinful ways.
1. If you hurt someone that you love, you hurt inside.  
2. If you know you’ve caused pain in God’s heart, you should hurt inside. 
3. That shows that you are broken. 
4. When you’re completely broken before the Lord, you’re saying, “No more of me and my selfishness.  I want all of you!  I’m ready to receive.” 
5. Both King Saul and King David sinned against God.  The difference between them was that Saul made excuses while David was completely broken before God.  
6. God will not turn away a broken person. 
III. Third, brokenness means longing for God’s restoration (vv. 10-19)
A. David continued his prayer, longing for God to restore his heart of rebellion.  
B. In Old Testament times, the Holy Spirit empowered certain individuals and worked through them.  When they rebelled against God, the Holy Spirit departed from them. 
1. In NT times, God sent the Holy Spirit to all believers, and now the Holy Spirit indwells every believer. He will not depart from believers.  However, when we sin, He grieves.  He nudges you to confess your sins and get right with God.  
2. David promises to God that he will declare God’s mercy and encourage others to repent. 
3. If you know that you’re truly forgiven, you will not stay silent.  
4. God will use your testimony to minister to those around you who are suffering from guilt and shame.  
IV. Conclusion
A. God wants you to walk in the light because God knows what kind of pain you will go through when you are living in sin. 
B. Once you ask God for forgiveness, the devil will continue to bring condemnation and guilt. 
C. You have to overcome that and say, “I’m forgiven by the blood of Jesus Christ.”
D. After dealing with guilt and shame for a long time, David had a turning point.  It was when he was confronted by the Prophet Nathan.
1. Perhaps today is your turning point. 
2. The Holy Spirit may be confronting you through today’s message.  
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